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Ffforts of the National Board of Fire Underwriters to Prevent the Loss of Millio

ns of Dollars by Extinguishing H
Engaged in the Sordid Business of Arson

UNCOVERING THE MORAL HAZARD IN FIRE INSURANCE

uman “Torches” Reveal Many Unique Schemes

. - .
Employed by Thoroughly Organized Bands of Criminals
A - . %
Property valued at many yen two aro in the Middle West  They installed s mount of hinl. 1f no danger had been ex- | for by lim, but at once assigned and into the base of some of the wails. ? e '1"1'“l 5 h.i ‘.\”\‘;l 1 Do I”'ml I':I.L ;-Nr r:r:(‘, ﬂ"nt of con-
! I ] 1] v note hut o X ¥ ldry Is A 1 SO=CHen e J ey, An he  seeond,
of dollars is every year destroyed by w1l ahow a well recor od type. A furniture Nt } sy peeted the canary would naturally transferred to his wife, Yhuy were noied, ot Jrippe ,1_:_ 9 aler ! fl. '_’ idle West i sy T!F I“""t of
pres  of d ary  ong ! m we will eall W, was presi- oo Kt i r of hsve been left in the house in the  The fire was not long in coming. Lep appeured until Snaiy & '.'."r‘lll'- t---*‘-‘ BADM, S LS LS I"I II o ¥ L "' ; ‘;‘t' I# conspiracy
Toes : I . i §in ¢ h Si( me there hat | LT asx hro 2
logsea ld | "y ¢ cat [ nk and had considerabls surance are of the young women who re-| Iy something more than s coinci- of peculiar shaps, wrapped i a locsl | Fur ‘W;P L b }; : IH 'Il r: H‘T, o mdt;.”' oy ::
I y = i o = . o politiee L I, g e oTr e sietions w
| & . e mot e |~ 0 \ standing in his corpmunity, A few days later neighbors were miained. If, on the other hand, they dence, it broke out on @ night when newspaper of the |I:|_.‘ I’T o i :;’: '-‘-. X .,-ﬂ:'(ri..,:-Ilqn.-:‘t:o'mx;'- n-lu-n' \:m:ﬂr'f-:re::“ Y ':-“Iuw}
movement being corried on by the ere, of cuutes, Ris eTliation with ewakened at 3 o'clock in the morn- did expect a fire and desired to save the streats weew: 49 s[ip]l’l’b’ll}"l- “ flu;:' ;'“ 'ii’l""‘;'-‘lfﬁd g ii"b|r“|t:lll:;: wll.lffl. 'bf 'I:.I I ‘l|u||:l.ir;r:s burned wx;'I -’L-’¢-:-"o 'T:ul ;H-!)";E:r.r:.:ldubymm
SREVARCE & J ¢ n o T O an not ' sl  lne he +h - SUNE Wa N ihe Yilo O $ . Ll lifRcul for the Fire )ppgr[. o funne! had been cul o Al | [ t 4 welvnice, 'an 1441 fen
inswrance companies, in codperal 1 gang s not euspected. ing by the two youpg women, who  the UL f their pet, a cage 15 a con ;n::tltn 'Q:u:h the Nouse; Never- sreall end and fitted with an ellow. iraceable to a well-defined group of relsased upon bail.
3 ) ¢.ght or ten people. Naturally, these | . L B3
I'echnicalities

and i

soith Federal, alale

tern mmnte the 1|, .

authorities, to ¢

bug” T hile at first

the efforts being

wrEam 1ol

gect 3 recent yenrs,

cifed in the ar pruh-

th are ':,‘.‘!;-,‘;: of hur
dreds of others whiek are stantly
engaging the aftention of the fire
ingurasnce interests, who recognize
clearly enough that if they were any
less vigilant the amount of destrue
tiom wranght by arsen i aonld

THE present time arson .3

A occupy

place in

the news of the ds;
than ever before, because of the
inowledge that incendiary plots nra
a feature of the German propas.
zanda, However, arson i5 no new
thing to the firc marshals and the
insurance profession, and the Na
tional Board of Fire Underwriters
kas long maintained a committee for
the purpose of combating this great

ur

evil. For many vears the arson con
mittee was chicfly netive in the mat-
ter of off rowards to stimulate

the detection of incendiaries by local

arly in the present

authorities, bul
year the committee was recorganized
B and tended
lines, including the employment of
its own foree of gpecial agents.

eed 1o be

few

new greatly  ex

These special agents r
picked since there ure
erimes in the calendar so baffling as
those involved in many of the sus-
Fires occur almost in-

Statistics show that fires

men,

picious fires.

cvssantly
large enough to become matters of

little mor.

than one
uith

of thise fire

record average i

out the year. Most
of course, are purely nccidental, :
in most of them the
far to seck. But here and there oc

ni

cause 18 nob

cur blazes under eircumstances so
suspicious as to furnish a strong
prosumption of erime
Loss Runs
Inte Millions

Viewed in the aggregate, these
fircs are very numerous, They rep
resant a total destruction runmng
" ' 4 3.4
into millions of dolla and they
take a heavy toll of humun Jife. And
yvet so frequently do they destro

ice that their deted

their own evic
tion becomes
the highly trained f

matter eallings

n

ivestirator

most experienced

National Board special agents
frequently sent
are almost romantic
turous interest. Thi
to some bungling, amateur firchuy
Hlegitimate 1

01 case:
In their adven
trail may lead
who desires 1o collect
surance money, and
shows his hand in every move
he makes.
activities of an able and desperate

organized for

lainly
tnal
(r

it may discover the

band of criminal fx-

pert teamwork of the cleverest de

geription, A case of this Kind 1s
given the words of Judee Qa2
trander, of Chicago, as follows:

“Some twWo YOeArs ugo o request

came to me from a proseculing &
torney in one of the Middle St
that 1 confer with him immedustel
concerning & gang of incendiarics
that he had by some means
ered. 1 found in his possession two
aflidavits, disclosing the names of
many scoundrels, with n carefully
prepared statement of their opera-
tions during the several years of
their confedernted existence. In this
list of rascalz were the names of
several church members, one banker,
ono wholesale merchant and se
insurance agents. This business had
been carried on in some five or six
different states, and had resulted in
the destruction of property to the
value of several hundred thouss
dollars and the violent death of two
persons, one of whom hud been mur-
dered to prevent disclosures."

un

Firebugs'
Organization

Such pangs ns the one describad
alove may be organized o

an n baseball team,

carefully
They sre really

s regations of specialists, ¢ach of
whom has his particular part to
plsy. They usually include one or

more men technically known as
“torches,” for the actual starting of
the ﬁ"&. and, above {h.-h-;.. % more
or less complicated organization in
which each man has his individual
function. A crooked fire insurance
agent is an important factor, one
or two adroit and plavsible talkers,
one or more “strong arms"” in case
of necessity, and always one or more
men of standing in business or poli-
tics, to allny suspicion. In this Iat.
ter connection a banker may be of
apecial value.

A rease of this kind occurring »

i}.x l'i}\ er in

Fire Syndicate

¢ visible operation began winen

« nun who may be known as H.

a.le n - L preparatior vpel

A K gtore, Jle sCcured n va-

pri | 1 nogotidted for a

stock of poods, for which he offersd

" paye + one selling

the st some evidence of

redit, a accompanied him to

the bank, whers they sought an i
with Mr. W.

ufl sreeted D, with the

‘ cordinlity and the

e creditor th

r sound, od

sens parfectly
n! wld he glad to discount

In the light of these assur-

the goods were transferred,

and the seller received in payment a
note, which ke promptly took back
te the bank for discount, as prom-
inel.

The banker reiterated his high
otinicn of B.'s responsibility, but
jested that the note be held for

req

several days, as he was expecting a '

it from the bank examiner and
did not wish to have too much paper
v hand

Entirely disarmed, the erediter
complied with the request for delay.
and after what seemed to be a

proper interval renewed his appli-
-ation. This second time the banker
atill talked reassuringly, but stated
in lovking over their accounts
the directors of the bank had noted
that they were carrying a good deal
f paper and had instructed him to
mnake no further discounts until cer-
expected payments had
made. This, the banker explained,
was # mere matter of form, since he
to believe that B. was

consziderable

been

ti to Toceve a
1t of money.

The ereditor pressed the matter,
wut was unable to get any further
tion. At a still later date he
made a third attempt, and this time
was told by W. that certain infor

ration had just reached him indi-
ae that B. had been financially

¥t in & way that made it impos-

ible 40 accept his paper. The dis-
appointed creditor insisted that W.
had wverballv guaranteed the ac-

nt: this W. flatly denied, and sub-
his ial by fake wit-
the Thus
the other had no recourse, and one
v swindling operation was

stantiated det

nesees 1o conversation.

complete.

T
This,

by
the
in-

mere
produdt of the larger plan, In
hud been
stalled in the store and covered by
nsurance, through the complicity of

however, was a

the stock

eantime

¢l insurance agent, and then had
cen secretly moved out in the night
another tawrn, where
the operation was luter repeated. As
m as the goods were taken from
the fire was set and the
building consumed. It is hardly nee-
eesary 1o add that an application for
the payment of the insurance was

for ghipment to

the store

amptly presented to the company.
T sinele stock of goods, for
na money had ever hieen paid,
«ctver! ng the basis for a number of
neurance frauds in different towns
finally run

Infor

ire the

{ri gt

WS

rang

Political Influence

Aid to Incendiarism

I'here wae one extraordinary se-
ties of crimes in Central Illinois,
with salmost the romantie values of

a Sherlock Holmes story, Its leader
an able and resourceful fellow
named W., a man who, in some re-
spects, might be compared with
Conan Doyle’s star criminal, “Pro-
fessor Moriarty.,” W. was a man
of imagination and so large a de-
gree of politicul influence that he
actunlly had the audacity to urge the
sppointment of his own candidate
for state fire marshal, It is probable
that the appointment would have
Leen made by the Governor, who was
waware of the “duark forces” behind
the nomination until the receipt of
rrotests caused him to investigate.
Fven Conan Doyle would hardly
Lave imagined & situation wherein
incendiary would at-
tamgt to dominate the office charged
with the suppression of his special
ciaxs of erime.

W. seemod to move in an atmos-
phere of fire. Mysterious blazes
were mores or less intangibly asso.
ciated with his name, but so adroit
was he in covering his trail that it
wns some time before the suthorities
were able to secure convicting evi-
dence,

Take, for example, the case of
Mabel B, and Jessic 8. These two
young women, sisters, with their
muther and  their little nephew,
moved into a house in n certain city
alout a mile and a half from the
nearest fire department station.

VWhS

q professional

-

#d that they had fled from their

turning house, These neighbors were
suspicious, The girls were more
fully dressed than would have
seamed natural under the circum-
tances, and there was an unex-
!J"\. 4 ador of keroser aliout the
\'<lf?1if‘ﬂ' of one of ther
A Fire That
Didn't Burn
The Firs Departmesnt was promptly
summoned and, arri mue
oner than had evidently been ex-
ecled, succeeded in extinguishing
ha fire before it had gained much

eadway., Thoe firemen found com-

piate evidence of eriminal intent
[tere was a strong odor of kero-
svne through the house. At many

pleces the walls had been cut and

v had been pm:rl--l into the upen-
icgs. “Streamers” of lace curtains
had Leen run up a back stairway to
the gecond flour and thenee to the
attic, in order to carry the fire from
flosr The adjacent stair-
ways had been thoroughly saturated
with kerosene, and there was a large
pool of oil upon the attic floor, where
the “etreamers’

to flour.

ended,

It was found that the bed in which
the young women claimed to have
slept had not been occupied that
night, and that they surely would
have heen =uffocated had ther been
sleeping there. Also, that their
mother and little nephew had left
the house in advance of the fire,

Clearly, an incendiary fire had
taken place, and clearly, also, there
were grounds for suspicion against
these voung women, However, the
hest bit of evidence was unwittingly
furnished by a canary. The h
outained emply It
known that there had been a canary
in the house. Why, then, was the
cage vacant? This a
following. detectives

when

an

cage.

ceemed clue

worth The
learned that the mother and
nephew had left, befare the fire, they
had taken with them a perforated

paper bag. Following them up to

the hotuze where they had gone, they

i ered ‘ I within it
0 ery  much fr tetied canary.

People
iries

reasuned as

They
fu not customarily

Carry
i paper bags, particularly when a
heen left be.

per feetly good cape ha

picucus object to be carried through
the stresta by people who desire to
avold attention. Thus the canary
ished an esaential picce of evi-
corrohorated by

which was

+ discovery of clothing and other
personal belongings that had also
Leen taken to the house where it was

fonmd. Al in all, the evidence was
v comiplete that the jury was not

ospocially impreseed by the defend-

ants' protestations of innocence,

1 % arlk 11 f +hi 3 =
1an the hackground of this m“inertmg fuses, consisting of ropes

tha einister figure of W, al-

atoodd

the nmch desired evidence

W at firet fostheaming, It was
ater piroved that hia was the direct-
ipes Land, hot the yvoung women were
so Jusal to this master criminal shint

themselves to bu con-
victed mnd gent to prison without
betraying Lim. It was not until
gome time later, when he was con-|
victed upon another crime and ac-|
tually put behind bars, that t.hcyi
Leoke down and admitted his part in |

they allowed
£

their fire.

Iis final apprehension eame about |
in an interesting way., During the
investigations connected with the|
ense just tarrated the detectives |
learned that W. was negotiating for
the purchase of a twenty-two room
houee known as — Hall, In the
licht of his peculiar reputation the

cireumstances seemed] suspicious.
Suspicious
Circumstances

The house, while of frame con-|
glruction, *was finished and dec-
crated in an extravagsnt fashion,
tut a change in the character of
the neighborhood made it no longer
desirable for residential purposes.

By this time the state fire marshal |
was watehing W, closely, As soon as
the 1lall negotiations were learned
of, the Fire and Police departments
and the sheriff's office of the eity
were put upon their guard. The
local insurance agenis were réqurst-
ol to see that all insurance $yould
le cancelled, and that no other
should be issued if the family moved
sway, although this request was nol
complied with, As soon as W. se-
cured possesgion of the propepty— |
the transaction was handled n the
rame of his wife—he suceceded in
obtaining insurance to the value of |
217,600, the insurance being paid

| difficult positions,

' doubted,

theless, the firemen succeeded again
in frustrating the expectation that
(ne fire would burn up its own cvi-
Jence, later it was testified thar
W, had said, “If that house ever gets
fire it will burn like a torch.
blaze was extinguish=d,
ard the premises hore the familiar
signs of a earefully prepared crime.
Five distinct “fire traps” had heen
preparsd on different floors, Open-
ines had been made in walls for con-

(R}
suon

of braided muslin, covercd with oil
and lard, Piles of kindling and cot-
ton, saturated with Lerosene, were
Sound at varivus places. It was

professional  joly,

1 y a uite
vhat had leen expected by those
who wera watching the new pur-

chnser,
Conviction
Difficult
A layman might think that there
would hardly hare been tho slight-

est diflculty alout securing a con-
viction, but thosa engaged upon the

Icase well knew that they were deal-

ing with en adroit and resourceful
criminal, whose political influence
was so great that it had more than
ance served to extricate him from
It was realized
that in dealing with W. witnesses
ware likely to disappear, or to recant,

{and even that judges had been
finown to give him the benefit of

flimsy technicalities, where the
mural certainty of his guilt was un-
Therefore, the detectives
sot themselves to run down every
confirmatory clew, and it was only

;aﬂer some clever work that the ease
| was maile complete.

It was highly characteristic of W.

[that upon the morning following the

fire he went to 1ull and faced the
representatives of the Iire Mar-
shal's Department with the bold
claim that somebody had attempted
to destroy his property, and that he
must insist that they leave no stone
vnturned in tracing the eriminal.
This the *‘.'lrs].al', men agreed Lo,
edding sighificantly that if the cvi.
dence involved him, they would make
another effort to bring him to jus-
tice, as they had often tried to do
Lefore.

Then began the piecing together
of the case. Holes were found borel

1t showed traces of oil. At once the
detectives recognized that it was
admirably adapted for the purpose
of pouring oil into the partitions
t'rough the holes that hagd  Teen
Lored.
An Ahlu
Sroken Down

They followed this clew and suc-
ceaded in establishing the fact that
the funnel had been made by a tin-

smith in a nearhy town, where W.
The tinsmith testified that

resided.
i+ was made to order for W, wha
thercupon acknowledged the fuct,

it stated that it was for use in his
sutomobile. Automobile experts in
turn demolished this claim by show-
ing that no such use was possible,
‘[hus was forged one strong link in
the evidence.

Another was that of a small
band hag, and a pair of arctic over-
shoes discovered in the house, and
plzo identified as W.'s belongings.
To all such evidence W. brazenly
countered with an alibi. He was not
in the city upon the night in ques-
tion, and was the innocent victim of
a dastardly crime of which he knew
nothing. He admitted having beex
i town upon the preceding morn
ing, but had, he claimed, taken an
curly train to his home town. He
was =0 sure of this that he went into
ingenious details, The conductor, o
he said, had come back to him with
tho ticket he had first handed out
ond had sald, “Mr. W., the date of
this ticket has expired, and I cannot
uccept it,” thus reminding him that
he had inadvertently given the
wrong ticket. In support of this he
was now able to show the investiga-
tors that he still possessed the ticket
which the conductor had returned
to him. Unfortunately for him, the
cenductor had a good memory.

train, and that the ticket incident
had not transpired. This was best
cvidenced by the fact that the ticket
vas still unpunched, whereas, haa
the ticket been taken up by him, even
temporarily, as claimed, it would
show his punch mark. Thus the
alibi was broken, and the detectives
ot last had the well-carned pleasure
of seeing their man sent to prison,
where he still resides,

A case which, in some of its
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out of earnings fo

each month during yvear
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1916

He |
«aid that W. had not been on his’

| 85r

people were under suspicion, but for
n long time it proved impossible to
et the 1 of them.

| n any of
The steps by

00

1 this was finn

e of an inter

trought aboul we
Ly nature.

A house was purchased by @ 2
loonkeeper, one of the group under
guspicion, Not far away there
lived one of the depuly fire mar-
shals of the state. This deputy was
awakened one night by an alerm
1 revolver and

of fire, and,

~IEINE
nts electric fAashlight, he roshed out
loors just in time {o see a man Tumn
him in the darkne al turn
Another person nught have hil

the instinets of

ried to the fire, but
the deputy were to follow this sus-
picious fugitive, which he did with
all speed. He heard in the dark-
ness the sound of a fall, and realized
that the runner had tripped over a
post just outside of a neighboring
stable door, at & point where the
ground was ecovered with ecinders.
When the deputy arrived the man
iiad picked himseif up and disap-
peared. Ilowever, a moment later
Yo found a man lurking under a pile
of lumber., and forced him to sur-
wender. The man's kands and face
were scratched with cinders and
Lis elothing smelled of kerosene. He
vroved to be a character known lo-
cally as Tom Wood, a suspected
“toreh” of the Arson Trust. When
t» the other incriminating facts
there was added the discovery in
his pocket of a key that fitted the
house just set on fire, Wooid saw the
¢utility of further resistance, He
confessed that he had done the work
and that he had been employed for
the purpese by the saloonkeeper,
who owned the house

Forcing a

Confession
Having thas nnde a substantial
breach in the “Hindenburg line”

of the defence, the detectives pressed
their attack with vigor, and soon se-
cured a confession az to the burn-
ing of the Exchange Hetel, another
ense in which “Wood had acted as
“torch.”

At this point the trail led directly
t. men who were higher up. The
Exchange Hotel was a barn-like and
unprofitable property of some twen-
iz rooms, which had finally been
closed. It was purchased by a real
estate man named Drew, who
promptly secured a policy of $20,000
upon the building, and additional in-
gurance upon its contents, through
a broker named Sikes, both men
teing leading spirits in the Arson
Trust. 1t was Sikes who engaged
the profezsional services of Wood,
the “torch,” the latter, in this case,
assuming the nom de few of T,
Ward.

Drew had certain incendiary prep-
nentivng in mind, but to give an ex-
ition fur the unwonted activity
ir n place lung vacant he let it be
u-ulerstond that he had in mind the
iing of the hotel. “Ward,” or
Wood, therefore, proceeded to have
carted away several loads of ashes.
There was a sound of hammering
within the building. Neighbors re-
glized that cartain vepairs were
logically to be expected, but could
not krow that these “repairs” con
siatedd in nailing up all of the win-
Cuws and putting eleats before the
dours tn prevent their being opened,
“Ward" purchased a gasolene stove
fer the 'kitchen, after which it was
quite natural that he should have a
five-gallon can of gasolene also de-
Lvered. Thereupon the simple pre-
cautions were complete, with the
ringle exception of peuring paso-
lene down dumbwaiter shaft
and adding a touch of flame nt the
littom of the shaft, aflter which
“Ward" quietly walked out of the
Lack door and sauntered down the

the

Presently smoke and flame ap-
peared, and the firemen, of course,
responded, but found it dificult to
overcome the precautions made to
breep them out. In short, it made a
heautiful fire. Drew and Sikes
kaving cstentatiously left town upon

the preceding morning, were, of
crurse, provided with alitbis. There
wure plenty of suspicions. but no

venvieting evadenee until Woo! wns
rulled out from under the jile of
lumber.

In the light of the confession it
was not diffiealt to secure indiet.
ments agoinst all three men, but
that against Wood was annulled, in
view of his having witnessed for the
stale.

Every one familiar with trials re.
(a'izes, however, that indietments
are but one step toward final incar.
cerntion, and that many times erim-
innls have slipped through the
r.eshes upon mere techniealities. An
Ir‘.fi-I:-m resembling this occurred in
{eannection with the case of Drew
| and Sikes,

Bot. men were indicted |

Impede Justice

: a revereal (

Aring f the convie
n through possible weakness iy
e conapieacy charge, Lthe proseeg.

hrought the men ogain inte

wrt for burning to defraud, In

this case great painsg were takei %
keep every step of the prosecutiog
‘yeat from the slightest technical on
rer. This second case likewise o

sulted in e on, and was als
aynoalad. » of various com-
e et nature the ap.
real ug I ense was the

v * the .'"upram
Court iisappoint.

t of the prosecution a techni

slip of one word in one of the
charges made by the trinl judge had
nullified all of the pains which they
bad taken. At one point the judge
had inadvertently referred to the
crime as “arson” instead of “bure-
g to defraud.” The statutes of
that state give “arson” a technical
jefinition not exactly applicable in
the caze of the “Exchange” fire.

Here was an exceilent example of
the distinction between “legulism™
and *“justice,” since the facts of the
cnse were not impugned. Thus
weoks of work might have gone for
raught had not the appeal upon the
firat case heen decided by the Su.
preme Court, with the convietion for
congpiracy The twe
“trust magnates” were given quar-
ters in the penitentiary at Joliet
anid the authorities heaved a sigh of
relief,

Thers was, indeed, good reason for
relicf, for there was some
thing more than suspicion that the
Arzon Trust did not stop short of
murder when they believed it in
their interests.

Oneof the palsof Wood was a man
known as “Shorty” Shannon, alse
u professional “torch” for the trust
After Wood was arrested and locked
in the eounty jail “Shorty” Shan
non made a confession, and stated
tiiat he had set certain fires. One
day Shannen came into a saloon,
and while visiting with some men
the bar drank beer with
them. He at once fell over on the
floor dead. Through a strange co-
incidence, there was no coroner’s ine
quest, and the body was buried st
cnce. Strange coincidences, how-
ever, were characteristic of the ac-
tivities of the “trust,” While Wood
was in the jail a woman who wasa
friend and neighbor of Sikes visited
Liry, and brought him a lunch, He
pfterward said his suspicions were
araused, but he ate part of a ba-
rnana and immediately became vie-
lently ill, having every symptom of
arsenic peisoning. Before the de-
tectives could get possession of this
fuod it had been destroved, and no
trace of it was ever found.

sustained.

their

around

Pyromaniacs

Dangerous

stories could be multiplied
indefinitely, Most of the cases of
burning to defraud are sordid and
vupicturesque. Not all incendiary
fires, in_nw--'..-r, Are h:;:i!'-l ujluﬂ ulil
rotive. Occasionally the trail wil
lead to a clearly defined case of re-
venge, which somectimes does not
stup short of intentional murder of
a peculinrly cowardly kind, More
frequently, however, it will be traced
{o une of those strange perverted
pathological cases known as pyre-
manines.  Pyromaniacs are among
the most-dangerons of all cnemies

Such

of society, even though it may not

Le possitile to assign (o them a full
raeasure of moral responsibility
A very recent case of & pyre
maniac in New Jersey, who cob
fessed Lo having set more than forty
fires, including ona which cansed the
s uf Uife, and who gave the probe
- sincers excuse that he did i
his nerves,” is a case in

“te fulet
frenint.

Taken sll in all, the problem of
incendiarism in its various aspects
is & !arge one, not merely to the un-
derwriters, but to the community-
Always a contemptible and
'v crime, it contains peculiar ele-
r.ents of danger to society in
fires s set may easily cause loss of
'fe, heing gererally at night time
end not infrequently spreading o
ciher buildinge.

As already stated, the National
Toard of Fire Underwriters, in a¢
tive couperation with the state fire
marshals in all parts of the countrys
snd with loeal fire and police de
partments and sheriffs’ offices, is en
gaged in an earnest effort to make
this crime so dangerous to its par
ticipants that they shall abandon it
for safer fields, Indeed, i
arism s increasingly becoming &
voeation of hazard to those prec
Using it. and even such i
methods as those above
very frequently furnish the
possible evidence against the
nals employing them.

o




